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moves the war had become a stalemate; a huge siege stretching 450 miles from the Belgian coast to the Swiss
Border. The shovel became as important as the rifle and battlefield intelligence gave armies the cutting edge in
the fighting.Battlefield intelligence was based around military mapping. When Britain entered the conflict the
maps its officers used was based on local Belgian or French editions. These maps quickly proved unreliable and
in 1915 the Royal Engineers re-surveyed the entire British sector of the Western Front and by 1918 produced
some of the most detailed and accurate maps of the war. For many years hidden away in archives, these
Trench Maps are now widely available in digital form and are in many ways the key to unlocking the battlefield
history of the Great War; these maps show us where both sides positions were, the locations of bunkers and
artillery and the lie of the land.Locations on these maps were named; sometimes randomly (whole areas were
named with words starting with a particular letter) but often following the names given by the soldiers who
fought there. These names like Hyde Park Corner or Kitchen s Wood evocated thoughts of home or famous
soldiers, but how to find them today when they are mentioned in sources like Regimental Histories or War
Diaries.This is where John Reed s Gazetteer of the Western Front comes into its own. John has spent some
considerable time painstakingly indexing the locations on the battlefield -farms,...
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