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illustrated. 1916 edition. Excerpt: ... PERSONAL SKETCHES ELIAS BOWDEN. ELIAS BOWDEN was the son of John
Bowden, a native of Franklin County, North Carolina. When a young man he enlisted in the army and served
five years, which included the war of 1812 with England. After the war he was sent with the command to drive
the whites off the Indian lands in East Tennessee, or Georgia; later was sent to Missouri, and was at St. Louis,
then a fort, having been one of the old French forts. They went from there up the Missouri to make a treaty with
the Indians. At the end of the five years he was discharged, and in 1818 came to Fentress County and hired to
work to Bailey Owen, who lived near Boatland on the East Fork of Obeds River. Soon afterwards he married
Mary Owen, a daughter of Bailey Owen. He bought and settled the farm where Perry Hinds now lives below
Boatland. He and his wife spent the remainder of their lives on this farm, and were buried at what is now the Dr.
Chjsm cemetery. Eight children were born to them--three girls and five boys --viz. , Polly, Miley and Nicey Ann;
William B., Joshua S. , Elias W. , Bailey 0. and Sampson V. Polly Bowden married Clark Franklin, a tailor. She
died in Kentucky. Miley married Gwyn Stephens, a farmer. They lived for awhile on Cumberland Mountain, in
the south end of the county, and later...
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