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Original publisher: Washington, D. C. (P. O. Box 37050, Washington 20013) : The O@ice, 1998. OCLC Number:
(OCoLC)40333198 Subject: Weather forecasting -- United States -- Finance. Excerpt: . . . B-277958 NOAA
certification packages were forwarded to the Under Secretary for approval. NWS Deputy Assistant
Administrator for Modernizations Subsequent to the recommendation, the NOAA Under Secretary did not take
action on the 83 certification packages sent to him in 1997. The NWS Deputy Assistant NWS Administrator for
Modernization told us that plans to forward about 80 certification packages for consolidation, automation, and
or closure of o@ices in 1998. NWS Only 5 days aEer the Deputy Assistant Administrator for Additional
Developments Modernization recommended that the 27 certification packages be held Relating to the Shortfall
Under Secretary announced on June 25, 1997, the NOAA back, the reassignment of the Assistant Administrator
for Weather Services. The NOAA NOAA Under Secretary claimed that had been receiving conflicting NWS
information from on how it would provide essential weather services while recognizing that the public expects
government agencies to reduce their costs. At the same time, the Under Secretary announced his intention to
appoint an outside Special Advisor on Weather Services to conduct a NWS budget and operations. rigorous
evaluation of the According to the Special Advisors subsequent October 14, 1997, report to 14 Commerce and
financial management NOAA the Secretary of Commerce, information systems, coupled with complex budget
structure, budget NWS formulation execution policies and management processes, limit visibility of operational
and overhead costs and the traceability of these costs to products and services. The Secretary of Commerce
later announced on NWS October 23, 1997, that he plans to hire a chief financial o@icer for to s Chief of NOAA
address...
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