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Forgotten Books, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English .
Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from The Black James Lexington Morlake, gentleman of
leisure, Lord of the Manor of Wold and divers other titles which he rarely employed, unlocked the drawer of his
elaborate Empire writing-table and gazed abstractedly into its depths. It was lined with steel and there were
four distinct bolts. Slowly he put in his hand and took out first a folded square of black silk, then a businesslike
automatic pistol, then a roll of fine leather. He unfastened a string that was tied about the middle and unrolled
the leather on the writing-table. It was a hold-all of finely-grained sealskin, and in its innumerable pockets and
loops was a bewildering variety of tools, grips, ratchets - each small, each of the finest tempered steel. He
examined the diamond-studded edge of a bore, no larger than a cheese tester, then replacing the tool, he rolled
up the hold-all and sat back in his chair, his eyes fixed meditatively upon the articles he had exposed. James
Morlake s flat in Bond Street was, perhaps, the most luxurious apartment in that very exclusive thoroughfare.
The room in which he sat, with its high ceiling fantastically carved into scrolls and arabesques by the most
cunning of Moorish workmen, was wide and long and singular. The walls were of marble, the floor an amazing
mosaic covered with the silky rugs of Ispahan. Four hanging lamps, delicate fabrics of silver and silk, shed a
subdued light. With the exception of the desk, incongruously gaudy in the severe and beautiful setting, there
was little furniture. A low divan under the curtained window, a small stool, lacquered a vivid green, and another
chair was all....
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