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References And then, as we approach the period of the Reformation, we appreciate and admire the contrast,
vividly drawn, between the noble and upward course of the pioneers of the recovery of Gospel Light and Truth -
especially Patrick Hamilton, Alexander Alesius, and George Wishart, and the perverse downward course of their
opponents, the champions of Darkness and Error - the ill-fated Cardinal Beaton, the double-minded Earl of
Arran, and the weak and dissolute King James V. (Lect. 4). In these first four Lectures, it is scarcely necessary for
me to say there is little or nothing which we Episcopalians should not have listened to with pleasure, or should
have hesitated to welcome, had they been heard from any of our own pulpits; and though, when we reach the
Reformation itself, it was not to be expected that this harmony of sentiment would continue to be maintained
to the same extent, yet we thankfully observe that the points on which we become constrained to differ from
the positions of the succeeding Lecturers, are still very few in comparison with those upon which we can
cordially and unreservedly agree with them. With this observation, we enter upon the fifth Lecture, which it is
necessary to notice in more detail. No one can be more ready than the present writer (as, indeed, | showed in a
discourse preached and published more than twenty years ago on occasion of the Tercentenary in 1860) to pay
to Knox the honour he deserved...
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