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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from Report on Conflicting Translations: In the
Documents of Our Boundary Question With Chili If we are to be guided by every known dictionary of both
languages, the Spanish for summit is cima ; but the vocable summit is continually applied in English to indicate
both the highest point of a mountain or hill and the comb of a ridge or the sawlike edge of a range; although
the former may be the vertex of a cone, a pinnacle, a topmost point, whilst the latter is a summit line. Hence the
translation of cima and cumbre by the same word summit, in dictionaries which are deficient and in fact of
little or no help to a conscientious translator of important documents. A cumbre is decidedly a summit line. It
cannot but be a line, as it serves to indicate the topmost part of the Andes; and also because said part is the
broken, jagged and castellated back of the cordilleran crests, - the crests formed by the intersection of the
opposite slopes, as San Roman and Bertrand express themselves. The topmost part of a cordillera is its edge or
crest: the topmost part of a peak or an isolated mountain is its summit. The Andean crest has numerous
summits and therefore is described as crowned with peaks and volcanoes a mountain has only one summit;
because the first is the long upper or culminating line of a chain of mountains, the second only a point. Cumbre
has therefore been translated by crest in the British and Foreign State Papers (1880-81, vol. 72, p. 1103), when
dealing with the treaty of 1881; because in the Cordillera the...
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