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history of conservation, for on that day the Convention on Nature Protection and Wildlife Preservation in the
American Republics came into effect for the seven American countries, including the United States, that had
deposited ratifications with the Pan American Union. Twelve other Republics have now signed the Treaty, and it
is hoped that their ratifications are soon to follow. Publication of the present volume, devoted to the extinct and
vanishing mammals of the New World, including certain marine mammals of all the oceans, is therefore
particularly timely. Its author, Dr. Glover M. Allen, of the Museum of Comparative Zoology at Harvard
University, who died on February 14, 1942, was one of the great naturalists of his day. His profound knowledge
of mammals and birds was the result not only of a life-time study in museums but also of intimate observation
of animals in their native habitats - in Africa, Australia, the Caribbean, and South America, as well as in many
parts of his own country. The final preparation of this report was one of the last projects that Dr. Allen
completed before his untimely death. We know that he thought of it as one might think of the clearing of a new
trail into a virgin forest. It will, indeed, be the opening of the way to a wider understanding of the genuine need
for international cooperation, if the vanishing wildlife of the Americas is to be preserved for the benefit of future
generations. This...
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