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The switch to doxycycline was considered desirable for a variety of reasons, including its ( 1 ) lower risk for side
effects, ( 2 ) lower cost, and ( 3 ) greater availability. Local and CDC officials we spoke with told us that they were
challenged to explain the switch in medications and to address perceptions of diDerential treatment. Additional
misunderstandings arose over the administration of nasal swabs to postal employees. Nasal swabs are samples
taken from the nasal passages soon aHer a possible exposure to contamination to determine the location and
extent of exposure at a site, but not to diagnose infection. Nasal swabs were administered to congressional
employees on October 15 aHer the contaminated letter was opened to determine which employees might have
been exposed and based on this where and how far the aerosolized anthrax spores had spread. Some
Brentwood employees questioned why they did not also receive nasal swabs at this time and saw this diDerence
as evidence of disparate medical treatment. As noted, the Postal Service reported requesting nasal swabs for its
employees, but the CDC and the D. C. Department did not consider them necessary. Nasal swabs were then
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receive the results of the swabs. The confusion occurred partly because the Postal Service issued a bulletin
dated October 11, 2001, that incorrectly indicated...
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