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Forgotten Books, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English .
Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from The Free School Idea in Virginia Before the Civil
War: A Phase of Political and Social Evolution This study is an attempt to assemble and interpret new
documentary evidence upon the evolution of the common free school in Virginia. A preliminary survey of the
field, Elementary Education in Virginia during the Early Nineteenth Century, was submitted to a seminar in the
History of American Education at Teachers College in 1911. That investigation represented an effort to organize
the facts of local history as a basis for a course in the History of Modern Education for Virginia normal schools,
training classes, and study circles of teachers in service. The investigation has been continued with the belief
that the story of the state s educational transition from colony to commonwealth has never been told; that
fragmentary bits of evidence have, in the main, suffered misinterpretation from sentimentalist and ill-informed
critic alike. Virginia should not be condemned because it was not like the industrial states; nor should its
apologists cite the glory of the University and gloss over the very significant struggle for popular education that
characterized the Old Dominion during the first decades of the nineteenth century. Virginia before the War did
not succeed in creating a centralized state system, supported by compulsory public taxation, but it would be
equally wrong to say that it was a laggard among the states. One should approach this period with the
assumption that ante-bellum Virginia evolved the foundations, at least, of a common free school system and
moved, perhaps, as rapidly to a democratization of its institutions as did any of the agricultural sections of the
American states. My acknowledgment...
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