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Excerpt: . . . Major Performance and Accountability Challenges projects to restore the South Florida ecosystem,
underway since the early 1990s, have yet to be completed. A portion of one project, which will send more water
through the lower end of Everglades National Park, has not been built because of disagreements over the
amount and quality of water that will be involved. Another critical project was delayed because of a
disagreement with private landowners over the acquisition of a key parcel of land. In an attempt to resolve
these disagreements, the department and the task force have developed a conflict resolution process proposal
that is still being refined, and, as of September 2002, had not been finally approved. Similarly, the department
and the task force have not yet approved a draG land-acquisition plan developed by a task force
subcommittee. Although the plan has been discussed, as of September 2002, it had not been finally approved.
Until final decisions are made on these issues, we cannot determine whether the actions will be su<icient to
resolve our concerns. The department faces a growing challenge to ecosystem health in the form Invasive
Species Need to Be of invasive species - harmful nonnative plants, animals, and Controlled microorganisms.
Invasive species, including the zebra mussel, the Asian long-horned beetle, and purple loosestrife, can cause
serious damage to land, native species, other natural resources, and the economy. Such damage results from
the displacement of native species - including plants, animals, and fish - with the nonnative species. In addition
to inflicting substantial ecological harm, the budgetary cost of managing these species is high and is
increasing. In...
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