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Arcadia Publishing, 2009. Book Condition: New. Brand New, Unread Copy in Perfect Condition. A+ Customer
Servicel Summary: Title: Historic snaps: Local author prepares visual record of Durango Author: Patricia Miller
Publisher: The Durango Herald Date: 2/3/2009 Veteran Durango author Frederic B. Wildfang has published a
visual history of our town, Images of Durango. As the title suggests, the focus of the book is its 197 historic,
black-and-white photographs. Text is confined to substantial captions, forward matter and an introduction to
each of eight chapters in 127 pages. The pictures come from the Library of Congress, Denver Public Library, the
Center of Southwest Studies at Fort Lewis College, the La Plata County and San Juan historical societies and
private collections. The book is part of Arcadia Publishing's Images of America series. Wildfang also has written
volumes on Prescott, Ariz., and Lake Havasu City, Ariz., for the series. That's in addition to Mundo of the
Mundane: From Journals 1959-1984, La Plata: Tri-cultural Traditions in the Upper San Juan Basin and
Hollywood of the Rockies. He includes a chapter on filmmaking around Durango in the current book. The book
is aimed at the general reader rather than the academic, so there's no bibliography or index. Wildfang works
his sources into the text. The ones he's consulted most are The Durango Herald, local historian Duane Smith
and former Southern Ute Tribal Councilor and Chief Tribal Judge Pearl Casias. The brief, sensibly written text is
filled with spurts of information that were new to me. Wildfang starts with the ancestral Puebloans and the Utes
in a chapter that has the book's most striking photographs. He quotes Casias, saying Ute women formed the
front line of offense and defense on the battlefield. They marched in front of the warriors carrying shields that
were two or three...
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