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16 deadline, and we will certainly review those comments as well. The Federal Register notice is the formal
notice required by the statute. Following the 30-day comment period, we will review the comments, and then we
will engage in a meet-and-confer process for a minimum of 30 days. Mr. Chairman, I stress the word minimum.
We will devote the time necessary to adequately discuss and confer on every issue raised during the comment
period, and this is where the details that so many long for will begin to emerge. We have asked the Fed-eral
Mediation and Conciliation Service to assist us in this meet-and-confer process. At the conclusion of the meet-
and-confer period, we will report the results to our congressional oversight commit-tees. I suspect that we will
spend some time today talking about what NSPS does, but let me take a minute to talk about what NSPS does
not do. It does not change the merit system principles that are the foundation of the civil service system. It does
not change pro-hibited personnel practice rules. It does not change whistleblower protections nor anti-
discrimination laws. It does not modify or di-minish veterans preference. It does not change employee benefits,
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